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plained the sweeping educational reforms undertaken by the
new republic in her own country; and the example of the
Portuguese care for juvenile offenders led her to found an
institution in Madrid on the same lines. Alice found a firm
friend in Don Francisco, and she needed one. Her generous,
impulsive nature was deeply wounded by the attacks made on
her country by some of tie less reputable Spanish newspapers:
and she flew to Don Francisco for comfort, which was never
denied. Dear Alice! She had many friends; and it is something
to have lived in the world and left with friends a memory of odd,
unexpected sayings and quaint, naive remarks, so that now they
never hear or mention her name without an affectionate smile
coming to their lips.

Yet Alice Pestana, in her quick, intuitive way, got very near
the root of the matter, when she wrote on Don Francisco at the
time of his death:

What was the secret of his teaching? Did he reveal anything new?
Or was it that everything was transformed at the touch of his power-
ful creative imagination?

The secret lay as much in the form as in the substance.

As a philosopher, he set out on a road that seemed purely intel-
lectual and abstract. But he carried us off to the flowery meadows of
a philosophy which was completely human, a reflexion of real con-
ditions of existence, with theories dosely connected with the maxims
which regulate life itself.

As a teacher, he brought us something that was the complete
opposite of the old methods; and he discouraged the craze for
oratory which has been so damaging to education in Spain. In his
lectures at the University or at the Institution, he only aimed at one
thing: to shake the pupil out of his torpor, stir him up to independent
investigation, to working the thing out by himself; and above all he
recommended games, art, the country.

As an educationist he created a complete system of social education,
which had for its axis the child, the citizen, the man as he would like
to see Him, healthy in mind and body, and working for a Spain that
was strong and dignified and which must one day rise again.1

1 Boletin (1915), 82.
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